February
Shabbat
Services

Friday, February 5
6:00 pm Shabbat Service
in Okun Chapel

Saturday, February 6
10:00 am Shabbat Service
in Okun Chapel

Friday, February 12
]Si sterhood/ M
Shabbat
6:00 pm Shabbat Service
in Main Sanctuary

Saturday, February 13
]Sisterhood/ M
Shabbat
] 60th Wedding
Anniversary Blessing of
Sarah & Milton Rubin
10:00 am Shabbat Service
in Main Sanctuary
7:00 pm Welcome Comm.
Café Beth-El

Friday, February 19
6:00 pm Shabbat Service
in Main Sanctuary

Saturday, February 20
10:00 am Shabbat Service
in Main Sanctuary
10:30 am Tot Shabbat

Friday, February 26
6:00 pm Shabbat Service
in Okun Chapel

Saturday, February 27
10:00 am Shabbat Service
in Okun Chapel
5:15 pm Purim Dinner!!

Sunday, February 28
Purim
9:00 am Megillah Reading
9:30 am School Purim event
Both @ Grove Avenue
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Mends Club & Sister hood
Friday, February 12th & Saturday, February 13th!

i This is our weekend to bond with our fellow members, to celebrate our connection to theé
ETempIe and to generally enjoy ourselves! There will be a savory Oneg, sponsored by the
‘Sisterhood & Mendés Club, following 6:00"pA:
§Kiddush Luncheon, al so sponsored by the Si
EShabbat services on Saturday, February 13". We hope to see you there to support our
iSi sterhood & Mends Club!!

CAFE BETHEL featuring SUSAN GREENBAUM!
Saturday, February 13th, 7:00 p.m.

The Sisterhood & Meno6s Club invi Elé
: featuring the entertainment of the talented singer-songwriter Susan

§GreenbaumI A family-style dinner will be served and bar & wine services will be available.

§Tables can be reserved for parties of 8 or more. Prices for this special night are $20 foré
§members of Temple Beth-E| 6 s Si sterhood or Me nAremberE IPrtix:ihg§
fincludes dinner and the wonderful entertainment of Susan Greenbaum. Please RSVP to the
éTempIe office located on 3330 Grove Avenue. Cash or check only at the time of reservation.
Please RSVP early. There is limited seating and this event will become open to the publicé
January 31st! :

PURIM Dinner & Megillah Reading
Saturday, February 27th, 5:15 p.m.

Come join in Temple Beth-E | 6 s -friemdtyi PLrign gala event, kicking off Saturday, February
27th with dinner at 5:15 p.m. Dinner will be followed by a multi-media presentation
accompanying the Megillah reading at 6:15 p.m. with noisemakers, music and a Purim
gprocession! The evening concludes with Hamentaschen and fun for the kids and family.§
Costumes are greatly encouraged for all ages to make the night a fun and special event for
kids and adults. What will the Rabbi come as this year?! The dinner menu will include: soup,
salad, pasta and garlic bread, with Hamentaschen to follow the Megillah reading for dessert.
Dinner prices are $10 for adult members; $12.50 for adult non-members; $2.50 for childreng
ages 6-12; and free for children 5 and under. Please RSVP to the Temple office by 4:00 p.m.
: Wednesday, February 24, 2010. :

unday, February 28th, 9:00 adnservices and Megillah reading will beé

& held at 3330 Grove Avenue. School Purim event will be held in the Grove Avenue Social
i Hall starting at 9:30 a.m. e

Sha
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TORAH AND HAFTORAH READERS FOR FEBRUARY (AS OF 1/1/10)
2/6/10 2/13/10 2/20/10
Gary Goldberg Brian Imburg Jonathan Revenson
Ellen Bernstein Albert Katz
Matt Langsam
Howard Genderson 2/27/10
Elizabeth DaCosta-Kaufman Sheila Kleff
Edward Mollen Lucy Frazier
James Plotkin David Ruby
Judith Belinkie

Is Temple Beli In Your Will?

Grente o Often the wills of members fail to contain a bequest to the synagogue. Generous gifts are left to hospitals,
JeWISh universities and other charitable organizations. Each such entity certainly performs significant work and
deserves recognition and support. However,t he synagogueds role begins at birt
Lt’gacy interruption throughout the entire course of our lives. By remembering the synagogue in our wills, we

can do our part to assure future generations that their religious home will be there to serve.

We depend upon more than just dues alone to sustain all that we do. If we are concerned about the future of Judaism, we must project
its influence and our influence into the future. Few memorials are more worthy than those provided by an endowment to Temple
Beth-El through a bequest. Temple Beth-E| 6 s endowment funds are administered throulph th

Your legacy can reflect everything that is most important and meaningful to you. The legacy planning process can engender heartfelt
conversations with your family and build bonds with your partners in the community. You are assured that your work will continue and
the Jewish future will be bright.

We want Beth-El to be a spiritual home for generations to come, just as it has been for you and your family. Let us insure that the
Temple will grow and be able to service our people and God forever.

What will be your legacy?
Contact Sheldon Herold at the Temple office at 355-3564 for further information.

Temple Beth -El warmly welcomes these Need a Hospital Visit?

!
new members! Current hospital policies (HIPAA) regarding

patient confidentiality do not allow for hospital
personnel to contact the Temple Office informing us
that you are hospitalized. If you would like a clergy
visit please call the Temple office (355-3564) in
advance of being hospitalized (if possible) or have a
family member or friend call and request a clergy

Stanley & Michele Corn visit. Our clergy are here to visit and support you.

Mark & Naoml Flnkel Here’s to Health, Happiness and

STRAIGHT A’s!

Paul Luterman tutoridoctor |

“We Make House Calls”

ONE o7 ONE LEARNING AT HOME

CALL TODAY
(804)912-1103
www.tutordoctor.com
Students and great tutors wanted!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT- BRIAN IMBURG

The only constant in the world is change. Evolution shows that if you can adapt to changing conditions, your survival will be
assured. Your board has crafted a situation where we can make a significant change to the face of Conservative Judaism in
the City of Richmond.

Do you remember the survey you were asked to participate in last year? Two major topics that came out of that survey were to
resolve our two location situation and to examine our ritualistic practices. The work we are doing with Congregation Or Atid is
allowing us to closely examine these key areas of concern. It is work we would be undertaking even if this opportunity for
change had not presented itself. The work product we will produce is valuable in answering these questions even if our talks
end with no new organization. Sub-committees have been formed with members of Or Atid to study these topics along with an
education sub-committee.

Beth-El is a congregation that needs to adapt to the realities of our changing financial situation. We have been keeping you
informed of our financial situation for several months now. Our budgeted dues structure does not cover our expenses. This
shortfall is exacerbated by the record number of dues reduction requests the Member Relations Committee has honored.
Members of our congregation have stepped up and formed committees to sponsor fundraising events, something we have not
had on a regular basis for several years. These events bring us closer to even, but we must still rely on contributions from the
congregation to cover the difference. We are a congregation that is land rich and cash strapped. We cannot continue with two

locations.

Beth-El must also adapt to our changing demographic situation. Conservative Judaism is experiencing a loss of membership
across the country. This is caused by an aging population and a lack of new membership. The Conservative movement is

struggling with itdés identity. You can Google AConserva
give commentary on the state of Conservative Judaism today. Richmond has a large unaffiliated population. Beth-El needs to
develop a religious and social structure with which we can reach out to this population that they will find is meaningful and
relevant to them. We have a lot to offer, and we need to get the word out there.

The work we are doing with Or Atid will help us answer these questions. We have extended our hand to our sister
congregation and together we are working to develop a prototype for a new version of Beth-El that will bring us into the next
phase of Conservative Judaism in Richmond. Change is coming to our congregation. We must be the directors of this change.

There i

S

a |lyric from a song that | heard recently. It

beginnings end. 0

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at president@bethelrichmond.org

X f@ﬁﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬁ

Z?X, THANK YOU!

$ Temple Beth-El wishes to recognize and thank Franklin Wolf & Gini Blostein-Wolf for their generous “
% donation to the Legacy Fund in memory of Hortense Wolf.
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FROM THE HEART - RABBI GARY S. (REDITOR

l.
oYou Have A Friend on Facepoolk

I must be the last of my family to be on Facebook! (Except for my grandchildren!) When | want to know
what they are doing, | have to visit their pages. So when Ruby and | visited Menachem and his family in
Berkeley, California at the end of December, | sat down with him to set me up a page on Facebook. As
my own private AOL account which | use for personal and professional matters and the synagogue
Outlook address by which you and the general public can reach me already absorb a tremendous
amount of time and energy, | am not sure what possessed me to ask him to do this. Yet, clearly, many people are using this
medium to weave a web of connections and information; share thoughts and things that are important to them. | read a large
number of Jewish newspapers and publications that keep me well informed about particularly Jewish current events and trends
and dynamics that influence us. Through my Facebook page, | will share them with you. | will also do my best to respond to
what you post on my page. Hopefully | can keep up with the pace! | do fondly remember when the hardest decision | had to
make in 1982/1983 was to buy a Commodore or Atari computer! Atari won! (I still have one set functioning, as my early
material is in that format.) My Facebook address is: RabbiGary.Creditor. See you there!

Il
| Love Purim! Who will replace the Gecko?

I love dressing up in costume for Purim! | have a box of costumes, many from the Wizard of Oz, but also clowns, Sponge Bob
and most recently, the Geico Gecko. | get a thrill deciding which character will be (a) recognized by the children, and (b) be
endearing and not frightening to them. Strolling around the Sanctuary and the Social Hall in full regalia is a joy. But that leads
me to the current dilemma.

Who shall | be this year?

| would | ove to hear some suggesti ons! wBatemec goodlideadib meéds to tma ki my
available. This is not a contest and there is no prize,gebut si
Bob who are still quite popular, (and are my fall-back options), your suggestions could be very helpful. So, either to my Outlook
address, rabbi.creditor@bethelrichmond.org, or to Facebook at RabbiGary.Creditor, let me hear from you! Rav Todot. Many
thanks.

I do find it difficult to think about celebrating on Purim while | see pictures of the devastation in Haiti. Every detail is beyond my
comprehension, what it meant to feel the quake, to see the catastrophic results, and to live in its aftermath. While we pray for
their salvation, we all know that Haiti will need a long time with much assistance to bury their dead and rebuild their shattered
lives. On Purim there is a mitzvah of i mat anot | ofegviyfotnsi m,00 t he poor. o To celebrafe Pl
dressing up, making noise when Hamands nmimvah toosWhettenthroughntreed . We
Federation website, the American Red Cross, Magen David Adom or other bonifide organizations, let us all do our utmost to
help the people of Haiti. This will be the best Purim treat that we can give. Todah Rabbah.
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Kiddush Sponsorship

Do you have a birthday, anniversary, or a social event coming up?

%

X

%

& A great way to help celebrate the event is to sponsor a Kiddush. Your sponsorship will be placed in the weekly
announcements as well as being recognized in the Temple bulletin. We will treat your sponsorship as a
donation. A full Kiddush sponsorship is $250. We gladly will accept a half Kiddush sponsorship at $125 if you
ike or you may partner with others to sponsor the full Kiddush. Please contact Sheldon to arrange for your

< lik ith oth he full Kiddush. PI Sheld f

% sponsorship of a Kiddush.

%

%

<08003008308308008 0350350830850 0303508508008

Gary Goldberg in honor of Debbi e-@suad332010Bat Mitzvgh Ann
&%%%%%%%%&%&%&%&%&&%&%%%%%%%&%&&%%&%&%&&&%&&%&&%&%&%&%&%

THANK YOU

} {jﬁ»‘ﬁb
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; Cindy, Barry, Harris, Scott and Nolan wish to thank our friends and members of the community for all of your .
- kind words during our loss of Leatrice Lazarus. Your thoughts and prayers were comforting to us during this
x most difficult time.

sQsges

P
P>

2343

P
>

X Sincerely, The Lazarus Family

'ﬁﬁ%®ﬁgﬁﬁﬁf@&fﬂdimgfm§fmLﬁm@fm&fwlﬁzifﬂ%ﬁﬁ%®ﬁiﬁm%ﬁQ%®ﬁji

CANTOR & NOTE - CANTOR EDWARD COHEN

The Carlebach experience, whether woven into congregational singing on Shabbat or previously partaken by the listener during
concerts and davening during the Ravds |ifeti me, h @fghe-ailltwany s t r a
often ethereal musical and spiritual awakening. Whereas one might categorize the greater part of his music as Hassidic, the
unique combination of his driving rhythms and infectious repeating phrases along with his gift for melody has truly produced a
genre all its own. Hazzan Sam Weiss in his article recently published in the Journal of Synagogue Music of the Cantors
AssemblyontheSO‘hanni versary of the release of Rav Shlomods first recc

were non-Has si di c, but his | ifeds experience along with the iniluer
Hazzan Wei s s, quoting an ear |-Hegsidomme nmwgioad , archl | §t war g tead
i Netbhassi dico can be controversial, from the standpoint oike both

those of the Hassidim, originate largely in non-worship environments and are used to inspire the singing of short liturgical texts,

often sung partially as nigunim, and newly engaging many heretofore disenfranchised synagogue constituents in reciting the
prayers, or at |l east portions thereof. Rav Shl omods tunec:c hav
because he composed them first, from folk and Hassidic music influences, and in turn applied them to the prayer texts. Hazzan

Wei ss also emphasizes that Rav Shlomods music has become t adi:'t
Lewandowski and later, Goldfarb, became tradition in our liturgical and para-liturgical music.

Those of us who were privileged to meet and hear Rav Shlomo in person take with us a dose of his spirit extending well beyond
the notes on the printed music page. His daughter Nechama continues admirably in his tradition, interspersing her concert
songs with stories and vignettes to spread the message of love and world peace. In addition to the more traditional mainstays of
Carlebach tunes in the liturgy, we continue at Beth-El to add more of his music because frankly, in my humble opinion, few
contemporary composer-artists of Jewish music possess such a unique power to engage the public. May his spirit, music and
memory continue to be an inspiration to us.



